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recent REVIEWS
“Bisantz keeps the proceedings appropriately 
hushed, her singing – which many have 
noted, resembles that of Pheobe Snow – 
sensitively shaded by pianist Alex 
Nakhimovsky, guitarist Norman Johnson, 
bassist Matt Dwonszyk and drummer Ben 
Bellillo.  

 June delivers shivers with an 
intonation that bears the glint of moonlit 
melancholy, but hardly lacks for warmth – 
particularly when she’s accompanied by just 
Nakhimovsky and Johnson, or solely by the 
guitarist or when she goes it alone as she does 
on an a capella read of “Spring Is Here”.  
%LVDQW]·�KRUQ�OLNH�SKUDVLQJ�ÁRDWV�DWRS�WKH�
quartet’s sterling accompaniment on 
“It’s Always You”. 

Jazziz Magazine
Spring 2016 | Art for your Ears

“June Bisantz’ smooth seductive voice is 
infections. Her breathy, soft, trilly voice 
works well with the interaction of the 
ÁXJHOKRUQ��7KH�HQWLUH�DOEXP�LV�D�JHP��
Bisantz’ voice is simply so catching that the 
album will leave you wanting to hear more.”  

Jazziz Magazine
Michael Faigen

“June delivers shivers 
with an intonation that 

bears the glint of moonlit 
melancholy ...”



RECENT reviews
The collaboration of June Bisantz and 

$OH[�1DNKLPRYVN\�PHOGV�WZR�PDJQLÀFHQWO\�
creative souls into a distinctly Latin tinged 

album titled Love’s Tango.  As one would expect 
WKH�DOEXP�LV�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�ERVVD��VDPED�DQG�WDQJR��

EXW�ZKDW�WKLV�DOEXP�RͿHUV�LV�QRW�WKH�XVXDO�
%UD]LOLDQ�VRQJERRN��LW�LV�DGRUQHG�ZLWK�
original compositions by Bisantz and 

Nakhimovsky.  Though they have recorded 
WRJHWKHU�LQ�WKH�SDVW��/RYH·V�7DQJR�VLJQDOV�WKHLU�

ÀUVW�ZULWLQJ�FROODERUDWLRQ��7KH�UHVXOW�LV�DQ�
enduring listen that you will cherish for years to 
come. What sets this collaboration apart are the 

originals. Bisantz like Diana Krall has an 
unassuming voice that is sweetly pleasing and 
1DNKLPRYVN\·V�GHOLFDWH�WRXFK�LV�ÁDZOHVV��KLV�

playing shimmers. The album’s title track 
´/RYH·V�7DQJR�µ�����FRPSOHWH�ZLWK�FDVWDQHWV�DQG�

the not often used accordion...beautifully pays 
homage to the long tradition of tango.  Bisantz 
LV�RQFH�DJDLQ�VLPSO\�GHOLJKWIXO�LQ�KHU�GHOLYHU\��

VW\OLVK�ZLWK�D�KLQW�RI�SURYRFDWLYH�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ��
WKDW�ÀWV�WKH�FKLF�RI�WKH�WXQH�

There is a depth to these songs that goes beyond 
WKH�VWDQGDUG�VRQJERRN��WKH�OHDGHUV�KDYH�FUHDWHG�
UHÀQHG�RULJLQDOV�WKDW�VWDQG�RXW�DV�ODVWLQJ�SLHFHV���

This is a welcome addition for anyone who 
HQMR\V�D�UHOD[LQJ��VORZ�EXUQLQJ�OLVWHQ�ZLWK�
top-shelf performances. Love’s Tango is the 

DQWLGRWH�WR�DQ\�ORQJ�GD\��5HOD[��XQZLQG�DQG�
drink in the beauty of the Love’s Tango.

“What sets this 
collaboration apart are the 
originals...There is a depth 

to these songs that goes 
beyond the standard song-

book... the leaders have 
FUHDWHG�UHÀQHG�RULJLQDOV�
that stand out as lasting 

SLHFHV�µ�
Jazz Sensibilities
Stamish Malcuss



recent REVIEWS

“Rich toned vocalist and classy pianist Alex 
1DNKLPRYVN\�OHDG�D���PHPEHU�UK\WKP�WHDP��
��PHPEHU�VWULQJ�VHFWLRQ�DQG�KRUQ�VHFWLRQ�
UHVSHFWLYHO\�WKURXJK�D�EUHH]\�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�
LUUHVLVWLEOH�VDPEDV�DQG�EH\RQG�

Romantic Brazilian pulses are delivered 
VZHHWO\�E\�%LVDQW]�WKURXJK�D�PL[�RI�VDPED�
DQG�VWULQJV�RQ�´7KLV�5HYHULH��ZKLOH�0LGGOH�
East percussion goes to South America on a 
SHSS\�´(OHYHQ�1RWH�6DPEDµ�DQG�VXDYH�´,W·V�
<RX�µ�WKH�ODWWHU�IHDWXULQJ�VRPH�KLS�JXLWDU�
ZRUN�E\�1RUPDQ�-RKQVRQ�ULGLQJ�WKH�VXUI�RI�
0DWW�'ZRQV]\N·V�EDVV��7KH�VWULQJV�JLYH�D�
rich parlor mood on “Prelude to a Wish” 
DQG�FUHDWH�DQ�RFHDQ�IRUP�IRU�6WHYH�'DYLV·�
WURPERQH�RQ�ZLWK�%LVDQW]�DQG�1DNKLPRYVN\�
LQ�D�VHQVXRXV�PRRG�IRU�´2FHDQ�'UHDPV�µ

6RPH�J\SV\�ÁDYRUV�WDNH�\RX�WR�D�FDPSÀUH�
ZLWK�YLROLQ�DQG�JXLWDU�VDXQWHULQJ�ZLWK�
%LVDQW]�RQ�WKH�FHOHEUDWRU\�WLWOH�WUDFN�ZKHUHDV�
WKH�FR�OHDGHUV�VKRZ�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�JHW�LQWR�D�
restrained mood on the lovely and deliciously 
WHQGHU�´$�:LVK�7KDW�&DPH�7UXH�µ�
$�VWURQJ�RXWLQJ�ZLWK�QHZ�6RXWK�$PHULFDQ�
VRXQGV�µ

“��D�EUHH]\�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�
LUUHVLVWLEOH�VDPEDV�DQG�
EH\RQG���$�VWURQJ�RXWLQJ�
ZLWK�QHZ�6RXWK�$PHULFDQ�

VRXQGV�”
Jazz Weekly, 

George W. Harris



“June Bisantz and Alex Nakhimovsky are 
equally skilled artists, who have both 

enjoyed vibrant careers.  Bisantz 
discography was illuminated with the 2012 release 

of It’s Always You, a collection inspired by the vocal 
work of the legendary Chet Baker...Her latest release 

is a collaboration with jazz/classical pianist and 
composer Nakhimovsky titled, Love’s Tango.  

A delightful collection of original music all 
SLQLRQHG�LQ�WKH�/DWLQ�JHQUH�DQG�RͿHULQJ�DSSUHFLDEO\�

well-hewn lyrics and melodies about love, with a 
focal on musicality.

A highlight track on the album is “11 Note Samba,” 
D�IXQ�DQG�ÁLUW\�WXQH�WKDW�RͿHUV�D�

celebratory sound...Bisantz has a soothing easy-go-
ing style about her singing, with darkly hued 

resonance that is rounded and curved with savoir 
vivre. The title track “Love’s Tango,” is a delecta-

bly exotic listen... A tango, as the title suggests, 
brought to life with castanets and the incisive 

dexterity of accordionist Marcus Centola. 
2I�QRWH�LV�WKH�HͿRUWOHVV�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�RI�

Nakhimovsky’s compositional writing. 
Nakhimovsky’s arranging and writing skills, 

coupled with Bisantz well-crafted 
lyrics is inspired.  At times their writing is so 

polished it’s easy to forget how harmonically 
complex and imbued these tunes really are, as you 

ÀQG�\RXUVHOI�VZHSW�DZD\�E\�WKH�
emotions of the songs.”

All About Vocals
J. Pepper

RECENT reviews

“Nakhimovsky’s arranging 
and writing skills, coupled 
with Bisantz well-crafted 
lyrics is inspired” 



recent REVIEWS
,Q�P\�PLQG��WKH�7DQJR�LV�VRPHKRZ�D�
W\SH�RI�/DWLQ�EDVHG��RU�6DPED�EDVHG�
PXVLFDO�VW\OH��$QG�RND\��PD\EH�
some measure of jazz thrown in as 
ZHOO��7LWOHV�FDQ�EH�GHFHLYLQJ��
however. In the latest release from 
June Bisantz and Alex 
1DNKLPRYVN\��WKH\�GHOLYHU�D�ZRUN�
WKDW�FRPELQHV�VRIW��PHORGLF��MD]]�
WKHPHV�ZLWK��D�5DFKPDQLQRͿ�
LQVSLUHG�VWULQJ�VHFWLRQ�DQG�RYHUDOO��D�
PDJQLÀFHQW�ZRUN��0DNH�QR�PLVWDNH��
WKLV�LV�D�VZHHW��VRIW��6XQGD\�PRUQ-
LQJ��OD]\�EUHDNIDVW�W\SH�RI�PXVLF��
Or a romantic evening at home. 

6RPHKRZ��WKLV�GXR��ZKR�KDV�EHHQ�
writing and performing together 
VLQFH�������PDQDJHV�WR�FRPELQH�
/DWLQ�UK\WKPV��MD]]��FODVVLFDO��DQG�
VRIW��HDV\�OLVWHQLQJ�PXVLF�LQWR�D�
group of seven songs that are sure to 
please. 

%LVDQW]�KDV�D�WHUULÀF�YRLFH�DQG�RQH�
that seems perfectly suited for this 
style of music. Nakhimovsky is a 
force on the piano and his skills are 
no less apparent than the vocal 
abilities of his partner. Put this on 
and get lost in romance. 

“June Bisantz and 
$OH[�1DNKLPRYVN\��GHOLYHU�D�
ZRUN�WKDW�FRPELQHV�VRIW��

PHORGLF��MD]]�WKHPHV�ZLWK�D�
5DFKPDQLQRͿ�LQVSLUHG�VWULQJ�
VHFWLRQ���D�PDJQLÀFHQW�ZRUN«

Put this on and get 
lost in romance.“

Audiophile
Paul Wilson



“From silky bossa nova arias to
 jamboree-style sambas, 

a compelling tango, and a steamy 
5DFKPDQLQRͿ�LQÁXHQFHG�SUHOXGH��WKLV�

UHFRUGLQJ�UHYHOV�LQ�WKH�MR\V�RI�OLIH��ÀQGLQJ�
SOHDVXUH�LQ�WKH�VLPSOH�OX[XU\�RI�EHLQJ�

VXUURXQGHG�E\�XSEHDW�PXVLF�

7KH�URPDQWLF�OXUH�RI�WKH�VZLUOLQJ�VWULQJV�
ZRYHQ�VZLIWO\�DORQJ�´3UHOXGH�7R�D�:LVKµ�

is the recording’s moment to pay homage to 
WKH�FODVVLFDO�FRPSRVHU�5DFKPDQLQRͿ��7KH�
WXQH�LV�D�JDUGHQ�EHG�RI�GHOLJKWIXO�VSULJV��

JOLPPHULQJ�ZLWK�DQ�HOHJDQFH�WKDW�SLTXHV�WKH�
DXGLHQFH·V�DWWHQWLRQ�

&RQWLQXLQJ�WR�HQFKDQW�WKH�OLVWHQHU����
´2FHDQ�'UHDPVµ�KDV�D�GUHDP\�IHHO�

reminiscent of Antonio Carlos Jobim’s 
´7KH�*LUO�IURP�,SDQHPDµ�����

%LVDQW]·�VPRRWK�YRLFLQJ�FDUHVVHV�WKH�GRZQ\�
ERVVD�QRYD�VZHOOV����/RYH·V�7DQJR�LV�
FRQWDLQHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQÀQHV�RI�WKH�
/DWLQ�LQÁXHQFHG�VSHFWUXP�EXW�VXFK�

UHVWUDLQWV�GR�QRW�GLPLQLVK�LWV�DSSHDO���7KH�
PXVLF�LV�ORYHO\�DQG�%LVDQW]·V�YRFDOV���UHHO�
WKH�OLVWHQHU�LQWR�D�SHDFHIXO�VWDWH�RI�EHLQJ��µ

Jazz 2 Love
Susan Frances

RECENT UHYLHZV

“This recording revels in 
WKH�MR\V�RI�OLIH���µ�



recent REVIEWS
´&R�OHDGHUV�-XQH�%LVDQW]��D�ODXGHG�YRFDOLVW�DQG�
SLDQLVW�$OH[�1DNKLPRYVN\�KDYH�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�WR�
FUHDWH�D�GHFLVLYHO\�/DWLQ�ÁDYRUHG�FDVWLQJ�RI�
RULJLQDO�FRPSRVLWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�LQYHQWLYH�DV�ZHOO�DV�
DUWLVWLF�DQG�GHHSO\�PXVLFDO��

%LVDQW]�KDV���D�XQLTXH�SXUYLHZ�WKDW�JLYHV�XV�KHU�
KLJKO\�FUHDWLYH�SKUDVLQJ�DQG�UHÀQHG�VW\OH���
1DNKLPRYVN\�LV�D�VHDVRQHG�SURIHVVLRQDO�LQ�
FODVVLFDO�DV�ZHOO�DV�MD]]�LGLRPV���

7KH�LQVWUXPHQWDWLRQ�RI�/RYH·V�7DQJR�LV�H[RWLF�DQG�
EHDXWLIXOO\�H[HFXWHG��7KH�XVH�RI�VWULQJV�RQ�
VHOHFWLRQV�OLNH�´7KLV�5HYHULH�µ�´$�:LVK�7KDW�
&DPH�7UXH�µ�DQG�´2FHDQ�'UHDPV�µ�DGG�D�OXVK�
VRQLF�VFDSH�WKDW�UHLQIRUFHV�WKH�VXOWU\�PRRGV�RI�
HDFK�WXQH��:KHUHDV�´���1RWH�6DPED�µ�DQG�´,WV·�
<RX�µ�RͿHU�D�OLYHO\�HDV\�JRLQJ�IHHO��

%LVDQW]�KDV�DQ�HDV\�JRLQJ�DOWR�VW\OH�ZLWK�D�ORZ�
EXUQ�VHQVXDOLW\�WKDW�SHUFRODWHV�ZLWK�
DVVXUHGQHVV�DQG�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ���1DNKLPRYVN\�
LV�JHQLXV�ZLWK�KLV�FRORUL]DWLRQV�RI�WKH�PHORGLHV��
'HOLJKWIXOO\�ZLWW\�O\ULFV��SDLUHG�ZLWK�PXVLF�WKDW�
HQOLYHQV�WKH�VHQVHV�DQG�OLJKWHQV�\RXU�KHDUW��$Q�
HQJDJLQJ�OLVWHQ�IURP�VWDUW�WR�ÀQLVK��/RYH·V�7DQJR�
LV�D�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�XUEDQLW\�DQG�VSOHQGRU��

“'HOLJKWIXOO\�ZLWW\�
O\ULFV��SDLUHG�ZLWK�PXVLF�
that enlivens the senses 
DQG�OLJKWHQV�\RXU�KHDUW�µ

Staccatofy
Adjoran Horvat



RECENT reviews
Together June Bisantz and Alex 

Nakhimovsky have collaborated a delicious-
ly Latin slanted release titled Love’s Tango, 

that features melodies by Nakhimovsky
and lyrics by Bisantz.

Bisantz has an entrancing voice, its deep 
and also opulently hued, with an alto tonal-
ity that adds to the sensuality of the lyrics, 
which she is fully committed to.  Her lyric 
content is full of strong picturization and 
story lines that connect the listener to the 

journey.  Often, I found myself checking the 
CD to see if it was a Latin standard, when 

indeed it was an original, as they all are.  
$�ÀQH�H[DPSOH�LV�´$�:LVK�7KDW�&DPH�

True,” Bisantz rings true on the bottom 
register notes, the melody is exotic and re-

freshingly airy at the same time.  
Another robustly rich tune is the percussion 

GULYHQ�WXQH�´,W·V�<RX�µ��(G�)DVW�LV�WKH�
featured percussionist on this tune, his 

HͿHUYHVFHQW�UK\WKP�LV�DFFHQWHG�E\�WKH�KRUQ�
VHFWLRQ�DQG�WKH�QLPEOH�ÀQJHUV�RI�JXLWDULVW�

Norman Johnson. 

Love’s Tango is popping with sparkling 
melodies and outstanding performances. 
$�ÀQH�FROODERUDWLRQ�E\�WZR�WDOHQWHG�ZULW-
ers that equally stand up to the task when 

performing.  Its certainly clear they have a 
winning sound and a recipe for songwriting 

that is scrumptious.

´/RYH·V�7DQJR�LV�SRSSLQJ�
with sparkling melodies 

& outstanding 
performances.” 

Sound In Review



recent REVIEWS
´7KHUH·V�D�KDSS\�OLWWOH�SODFH�LQ�WKH�PXVLF�VHFWLRQ�
RI�P\�EUDLQ�ZKHUH�,�UHDOO\�UHVSRQG�WR�WURSLFDO�MD]]��
WKDW�VPRRWK�\HW�HQRUPRXV�VRXQG�WKDW�ÁRDWV�DORQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�WUDGH�ZLQGV��WKDW�VWXͿ�PDGH�VR�SRSXODU�LQ�
WKH�¶��V�DQG�¶��V�E\�SHRSOH�OLNH�0DUWLQ�'HQQ\�DQG�
+HQU\�0DQFLQL����

6LQJHU�-XQH�%LVDQW]�DQG�SLDQLVW�$OH[�
1DNKLPRYVN\�ORYH�D�ORW�RI�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJV��
FODVVLFDO�PXVLF��IRU�LQVWDQFH��DQG�/DWLQ�UK\WKPV��
7KH�ÀUVW�IHZ�PLQXWHV�RI�WKLV�QHZ�DOEXP�LV�
GLUHFWHG�ULJKW�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�WDQJR����
\RX·OO�VWDUW�WR�KHDU�WKRVH�VDPH�VKLIWV�LQ�WKH�PXVLF��
WRZDUG�0DQFLQL�DQG�'HQQ\��DQG�WKDW·V�ZKHQ�WKRVH�
HPRWLRQDO�FRQQHFWLRQV�DUH�PDGH�DQG�LW�DOO�VRXQGV�
VR�OXVK�DQG�EHDXWLIXO��$FWXDOO\��LW�VRXQGV�/XVK�DQG�
%HDXWLIXO��EHFDXVH�WKLV�LV�WKH�W\SH�RI�PXVLF�,�WKLQN�
DERXW�ZKHQ�,�KHDU�WKRVH�WZR�ZRUGV���%LVDQW]·V�YRLFH�
LV�VPRRWK��PHOORZ�DQG�EHFNRQLQJ��VKH·V�FDOOLQJ�RXW�
WR�\RX�WR�SDFN�\RXU�EDJV�DQG�FRPH�DORQJ��1DNKL�
PRYVN\·V�SLDQR�SURYLGHV�WKDW�VWDELOLW\�IRU�WKH�VROR�
LVWV�WR�VKLQH��7KH�SHUVSHFWLYH�FDQ�VKLIW�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�
%LVDQW]��LW�PRYHV�LQ�FORVH�ZKHQ�VKH·V�VLQJLQJ��DQG�
WKHQ�LW�SXOOV�DZD\�DQG�VSUHDGV�RXW�ZKHQ�VKH�VWHSV�
EDFN�WR�HQMR\�WKH�VRORV��

/RYH·V�7DQJR�UHDOO\�VDLOV�ZKHQ�DOO�GHFNV�DUH�RQ�KDQG�
��WKDW·V�WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�WKLV�PXVLF��WKH�ELJ�VWULQJ�
VHFWLRQV��WKH�VRXQG�RI�PXVLFDO�QRWHV�VNLSSLQJ�DORQJ�
WKH�WRSV�RI�ZDYHV��WKH�IHHOLQJ�RI�WKDW�ZDUP�ZLQG�
DFURVV�\RXU�IDFH��,I�LW·V�D�VHDVRQDO�WKLQJ��D�ZD\�WR�
FRPIRUW�MD]]�IDQV�DQG�JHW�WKHP�WKURXJK�WKH�ZLQWHU�
LQ�RQH�SLHFH���LW·V�ZRUNLQJ�

´��LI�LW·V�D�VHDVRQDO�WKLQJ��D�
ZD\�WR�FRPIRUW�MD]]�IDQV�DQG�
JHW�WKHP�WKURXJK�WKH�ZLQWHU�
LQ�RQH�SLHFH���LW·V�ZRUNLQJ�µ

Vinyl Anachronist
Marc Phillips, 

Managing Editor, the Occasional Magazine



“LOVE IT ALL”
%U\DQW�6�/LWWOH-RKQ���.,66���)0���-2<����)0���.,.����	��)0

“June Bisantz’s voice captures the vibe of balmy 
nights and twinkling lights. Love’s Tango is a per-

fect backdrop for summer romance.”

6KHOOH\�*XPPHVRQ�&)%;������)0���.DPORRSV��%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD��&DQDGD�
�-D]]�2Q�7KH�5RFNV�5DGLR�6KRZ

´%HDXWLIXO��MR\IXO�	�URPDQWLF���SHUIHFW�IRU�D�VXP-
mer day or evening!”

6FRWW�)XJDWH���6RXO�DQG�-D]]�5DGLR���6WDͿRUGVKLUH��8.

radio REVIEWS

�-XQH�%LVDQW]�	�0DWW�'ZRQV]\N���WKH�3ROL�&OXE��:DWHUEXU\�3DODFH�7KHDWHU��:DWHUEXU\��&7



“Excellent combination of Jazz & Bossa & Tango. 

Miss June Bisantz shines with her beautiful voice.” 
Carlos Fernandez Pacin FM Urquiza 91.7MHZ - Argentina  

“Love it !!!! Will be playing this!!” 
*HRͿUH\�*HRͿ�)0��������)0�0HQWRQ��)UDQFH�

“A brilliant and stellar mix of music 

WOW!”
-HͿ�0RVHV�:-0;�'%�6PRRWK�-D]]�%RVWRQ�*OREDO�5DGLR���86$

´/RYH�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�VW\OHV�KHUH�DV�ZHOO�DV�-XQH·V�FODVVLF��YHU\�ROG�VFKRRO�
vocals. A really great cd”

*HRͿ�0HOWRQ�_�7KH�0XVLF�.RUQHU�0DJD]LQH���*HWW\VEXUJ��3$��86$

“Just perfect for the sunset sessions on the beach in Cyprus”
0DUN�+XPSKULHV���%)%6�&\SUXV��������)0�$NURWLUL��&\SUXV

RADIO reviews

-XQH�%LVDQW]�	�$OH[�1DNKLPRYVN\��WKH�3ROL�&OXE��:DWHUEXU\�3DODFH�7KHDWHU��:DWHUEXU\��&7



recent REVIEWS
“Bisantz keeps the proceedings appropriately 
hushed, her singing – which many have 
noted, resembles that of Pheobe Snow – 
sensitively shaded by pianist Alex 
Nakhimovsky, guitarist Norman Johnson, 
bassist Matt Dwonszyk and drummer Ben 
Bellillo.  

 June delivers shivers with an 
intonation that bears the glint of moonlit 
melancholy, but hardly lacks for warmth – 
particularly when she’s accompanied by just 
Nakhimovsky and Johnson, or solely by the 
guitarist or when she goes it alone as she does 
on an a capella read of “Spring Is Here”.  
%LVDQW]·�KRUQ�OLNH�SKUDVLQJ�ÁRDWV�DWRS�WKH�
quartet’s sterling accompaniment on 
“It’s Always You”. 

Jazziz Magazine
Spring 2016 | Art for your Ears

“June Bisantz’ smooth seductive voice is 
infections. Her breathy, soft, trilly voice 
works well with the interaction of the 
ÁXJHOKRUQ��7KH�HQWLUH�DOEXP�LV�D�JHP��
Bisantz’ voice is simply so catching that the 
album will leave you wanting to hear more.”  

Jazziz Magazine
Michael Faigen

“June delivers shivers 
with an intonation that 

bears the glint of moonlit 
melancholy ...”



recent REVIEWS 

´7KH�/LWFKÀHOG�-D]]�)HVWLYDO�ZLOO�
celebrate its 18th season at the 

Goshen Fairgrounds, August 9-11. 
Singer June Bisantz, also a visual 

artist, known for her public art 
installations, performs a 

tribute to trumpeter and vocalist 
Chet Baker on Sunday.

 June Bisantz & Alex Nakhimovsky  

Bisantz just may be the 
breakout artist of the 

festival.  Artistic 
director Vita Muir 

discovered her last year.  

“I took myself over to 
Dan Blow’s Music @Jap-
analia series in Hartford 

to see what all the fuss 
was about – and fell in 
love with her voice and 
the project” says Muir.

Connecticut Magazine 
CPR



“Vocalist June Bisantz 
looked like an updated mod 
transplant from London’s 
swinging 60s in a
geometric A-line dress 
and sunglasses.  
Her voice and manner were 
as hip as her look: she sang 
like someone who has been 
places and done things.”

-XQH�%LVDQW]��/LWFKÀHOG�-D]]�)HVWLYDO��*RVKHQ��&7

recent REVIEWS 

Bisantz started the Chet Baker Project a 
few years ago, and the same musicians have 
been with her since the inception.  Bisantz 
said “Chet Baker really gets into your heart 
and soul. Whatever happened in his 
checkered life, his musicianship outlasts it 
all”. 

Included in the set were “Let’s Fall in 
Love”, “It’s Always You”, “Born to be 
Blue”, “It Could Happen to You”, “There 
Will Never Be Another You” and “Let’s Get 
Lost”.  Bisantz, who is also an accomplished 
visual artist, dedicated “Imagination” to 
DOO�WKH�GUHDPHUV�RXW�WKHUH���6KH�ÀQLVKHG�KHU�
superb set with “Ev’ry Time We Say Good-
bye.”   

Jazz Police 
Sheila Horne Mason
��WK�$QQXDO�/LWFKÀHOG�-D]]�)HVWLYDO



“Vocalist June Bisantz pays 
tribute to the singing of legendary 

trumpeter/vocalist Chet Baker on this 
collection of standards 

associated with him. 

Along with collaborators pianist Alex 
Nakhimovsky and guitarist 

Norman Johnson, the group achieves 
its goal by emulation rather than 

imitation. 

Bisantz captures Baker’s soft, inti-
mate vocal sound, the key to making 

the project work.  It’s a vocal style 
completely out of step with current 
“diva” practice: seemingly almost 

casual, with no overt 
technical or emotional display.”

All About Jazz
Mark Sullivan 
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“Bisantz captures Baker’s soft, 
intimate vocal sound, 
the key to making the 

project work.”  



I attribute the highest praise to 
Nakhimovsky’s piano in his duet with 
June, “Born to Be Blue.”  Also mem-
orable are “Forgetful” and “You’re 
Mine You”, duets with the sensual 
guitar of Norman Johnson.  Trumpeter 
Gabor Viragh faced a particular 
challenge - playing in the style of Chet 
Baker is not easy. However, the sound 
of his horn in “Ev’ry Time We Say 
Goodbye” is beyond praise.

Nevertheless, the spectacular point of 
the album is the last song, June Bisantz 
without accompaniment. 
Her performance of  Rodgers-Hart’s 
“Spring Is Here” is like a  signature on 
a new portrait of a remarkable 
musician, a portrait June and her 
colleagues have created with 
“It’s Always You”.  

jazzquad.ru
Leonid Auskern
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“June masterfully 
recreates the soft, lyrical, 

very intimate singing style 
of Baker. Her pure, beautiful 

voice with expressive 
intonations 

envelops the listener and 
immerses one in an 
imaginary jazz club 

atmosphere...



“Cool and still full 
of emotion – 

just like Chet Baker”  
Jazz Podium Magazine, Germany

Hans Kittlaus

“Chet Baker’s lyrical trumpet and soft 
vocal style epitomized the cool jazz sound 

emanating from the West Coast in the 
1950s. Singer June Bisantz channels that 
feeling on “It’s Always You”, the second 

CD inspired by Baker’s sound.  

Her smoky voice and artful sense of time 
are showcased as she covers a dozen tunes 
associated with Chet Baker.  Bisantz gets 

stellar support from pianist Alex 
Nakhiovsky and guitarist Norman 

Johnson.  She teams with both on 
Everything Depends on You and Born to 

Be Blue, and with just Johnson on 
Forgetful, “You’re Mine You” and “The 

Night we Called it a Day”.  Gaobr Viragh 
adds Baker-like trumpet accompaniment 

on four tracks, most notably 
“My Ideal” and the wistful “Evr’y Time 
We Say Goodbye”.  Bisantz closes things 

out with a brief a capella take on 
“Spring is Here”.  
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 dedicated the title track to Baker.”

Jazz Notes 
Ken Franckling  
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