
Healing Plants Made Into Artistic 
Shadows  
at Windham Hospital 

By ELISS BASS 

Concrete barriers erected a few years ago 

outside Windham Hospital to stop potential 

attacks using vehicles ultimately led to a 

beautiful public art project that has been  

recognized internationally. 

Called “Healing Plants,” the installation at the Hospital’s Shea Entrance went up in 

2019. This year it was added to the Public Art Archive, a global database of public art. 

“I’m very proud of that,” said June Bisantz, the Willimantic artist who created the 

project. 

Bisantz had the idea for using the glass atrium at the Shea Entrance to create shadow art 

for some time, but finally found a way to make it happen in 2019, when Shawn 

Maynard, Executive Director of the Windham Hospital Foundation was looking for a 

way to make concrete Jersey barriers outside the hospital entrance look more 

welcoming. 

The barriers had been installed in 2018 after a Middletown man drove his car into the 

emergency department entrance at Middlesex Hospital, and set himself on fire. He later 

died of his injuries.  

“There was an idea at the hospital that maybe we could have local artists paint the 

barriers,” Maynard said. So he asked the Windham Regional Arts Council for help. The 

council sent out a message to its membership outlining the idea. 

“This was an opportunity for me to introduce the idea I’d had for a couple of years,” said 

Bisantz, professor emeritus of art and design at Eastern Connecticut State University 

and a digital artist. “I was always struck by the incredible shadows on sunny days when 

you walked under the Atrium. I thought if there were shapes on the glass that would cast 

really terrific shadows.” 

https://locate.publicartarchive.org/art/Healing-Plants
https://www.junebisantz.com/healing-plants


Bisantz replied to the arts council’s request outlining her idea, and Maynard loved it. 

With funding from the Hospital Foundation along with a small grant from Connecticut 

State Universities Faculty Development Grant Funds, it moved forward. 

Bisantz wanted to do healing plant shapes because the hospital is a place for healing. “I 

love the hospital,” she said. “It is our local gem. I always tell people they should move 

here so they can have Windham Hospital if they need it.” 

Working with a local sign company called Diversified Signs LLC, she researched local 

medicinal plants and created the designs for 12, ranging from the simple dandelion to 

arnica, feverfew and more. The pieces were made from heavy-duty all-weather vinyl and 

were installed on the interior sides of the glass to help protect from the elements. They 

were hung in late summer 2019. 

Public art installations such as this one are important,” Bisantz said, “this is a chance to 

share art with all the people who don’t get into art galleries. This is art that integrates 

with everyday life.” 
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